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Droplet Precautions – N95 Mask Use

               November 3, 2009
Please begin using N95 respirator masks for patients in Droplet Precautions.  This action is being taken due to the worldwide shortage of masks and does not mean that we are stepping up to Airborne Precautions.  

You do not need to be fit-tested to wear an N95 mask for routine Droplet Precautions.  If you are present during an aerosol-generating procedure such as intubation, bronchoscopy or nebulization, a fit-tested N95 or PAPR is recommended. 
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                     N95 Re-Use Protocol
Any N95 reuse is restricted to a single person.   The mask cannot be shared between employees, but may be used by an employee with more than one patient. 
 N95 masks can be safely re-used with the following precautions: 
· The inside of the mask is not handled with contaminated gloves or hands

· Masks are carefully stored in a paper bag labeled with the employee’s name and date between uses.  Bags may be taped to the wall in a safe, convenient location or carried in a pocket between patients.
Application:

· Perform hand hygiene, then don N95 mask.
· Put gown and gloves on BEFORE applying mask (if needed). 
· Put goggles or face shield on AFTER applying mask (if needed). 

Removal: 
· Remove gloves / gown (if used) and perform hand hygiene. 
· Remove N95 by straps without touching inside of mask, place in a clean paper bag, and again perform hand hygiene.
· If you travel throughout the hospital, keep the bagged mask in your pocket so that it stays free of contamination.
Discard N95 only when: 
· Damaged

· Defective (broken straps, etc)
· Damp (from provider respirations)
· Soiled or contaminated (directly coughed on, or used during an aerosol-generating procedure, excluding nebulization treatments) 
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Please contact Infection Prevention if you have questions  (763) 520-5532
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